Mass Times

SATURDAY
4:00 PM at Lucernemines
6:00 PM at Coral

SUNDAY
9:00 AM at Coral
11:00 AM at Lucernemines

WEEKDAY
8:00 AM at Coral (Tues-Fri)

OFFICE HOURS
Mon thru Thurs 8am-1pm, 2pm-4pm
Friday 9am-12pm
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Pastoral Council
Michael Bertig
Sherry Renosky
Greg Mitchell

Caden Costello-Student Representative
Gionna Palmer-Student Representative

Mark Pavlick-Consulting Member
Cindy Marcoline-Consulting Member
Kathryn Henry-Consulting Member
Clyde Palmer
Veronica Stabile
Kim Kordell
Marianna Reed
Father John Pavlik

Finance Council
Darrick Bertig
Ann Esachina

Mary Kay Yarchak

Alex Uher
Terri Tedeschi
Jim Gatskie
Blaise Kordell
Jerry Bertig
Stephanie Radakovich
Father John Pavlik

Cemetery Committee
Alex Uher
Anne Marie Dechman
Jerry Beritg
Monica Rura
Mark Pavlick
Father John Pavlik

FOURTH SUNDA OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 22, 2024

Serving Indiana County’s ]
Rt 119 Corridor since 1912 :

OUR LADY #/4 ASSUMPTION

e :‘3‘ youtube.com/ourladyoftheassumption

A PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF GREENSBURG + A PENNSYLVANIA CHARITABLE TRUST

Office Phone 724-479-9542
Fax 724-479-1130

P.O.Box G
2434 Neal Road
Coral, PA 15731

Pastor - The Reverend John A. Pavlik, OFM Cap
email—jpavlik@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Parish & Financial Secretary/Office Coordinator - Kathryn Henry................. Ext 10
email—khenry@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Director of Parish & Family Life - Cindy Marcoline..............ccccoovvvninninnnns Ext.15
e-mail—cmarcoline@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional Director of Faith Formation & Discipleship, Indiana Region (Deanery 2)-
Danielle Cribbs
email—dcribbs@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Regional Director of Youth Ministry, Indiana Region (Deanery 2),-Jessica Thompson
email—jthompson@diocesesofgreensburg.org

Director of Liturgical Music - Joseph Petruna
e-mail—jpetruna@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Maintenance & Facilities Coordinator - Mark Pavlick...............cc....... 724-762-3744
e-mail—mpavlick@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Hospital Chaplain - Fr. Paul Dressler, OFM, Cap...........ccccccoeen v, 202-510-4832

Loving Father,

Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness
of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. Close the door of hate and open the door of
love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear
hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening
bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Merry Christmas to all
our customers and
donors from the
volunteers at the
Indiana St. Vincent
dePaul Thrift Store. We
wish you a very blessed
Christmas season. The store will be closed
until Thursday, January 2, 2025 and we look
forward to seeing you then.

NEW YEARS CASH TICKET SELLERS!
Please be sure to turn in your tickets to
the parish office ASAP.

The Parish Office will be closed on
December 24, 25 26 & 27th.

A Heartfelt Thank You from the Christian
Mothers We extend our sincerest gratitude
to everyone who contributed in any way to
the success of our Holiday Bake Sale and
Koeze Candy/Nut Sale. Your support means
so much to us, and we are truly grateful for
your continued participation in our
fundraising efforts. Wishing you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

A sincere thank you to the many men and
women who graciously volunteered their
time to clean and decorate both churches.
Your dedication and hard work, taking time
out of your busy lives, make our churches
look truly beautiful. We are deeply grateful
for your generosity and commitment in
enhancing the spirit of our Catholic
community.

Merry Christmas to all
our customers and
donors from the

| volunteers at the
Indiana St. Vincent
dePaul Thrift Store. We
wish you a very blessed
Christmas season. The store will be closed
until Thursday, January 2, 2025 and we look
forward to seeing you then.

What are you
thankful for?

" am thankful
for family and
friends!"

Cruz
Kindergarten

A Happy & Holy Christ-Mass

Dear Parishioners,

Did you happen to hear on our local radio station, the seasonal |
ad run by our local Knights of Columbus to remind people that we ought “to £
keep Christ in Christmas™? In past years, the Knights rented a highway 3
billboard to remind us motorists on 119 that Jesus is “the reason for the
season.” Those who participate fully in church and in our Christian life know
well that December 25 commemorates the birthday of Jesus. Key words
associated with December 25 ring through our minds and even touch our hearts each year at this
time: in a religious category we hear of Bethlehem; Shepherds; Sheep and Lambs; A Manger;
a Stable; Angels on high, singing; Peace on Earth; a New Star; Magi with gifts; in a less
explicitly religious category, we hear of Santa Clause; a sleigh with reindeer; gifts for all;
decorated Trees; wreathes; strings of lights; gift boxes wrapped; and snowy days and nights.

Billy Hallowell, a young Christian who has worked in journalism and media for more
than a decade, has reflected on ways to keep strongly centered on the “real meaning of
Christmas,” something that has plagued all churches in a time when Christianity has receded
from its central position in American society. Bill suggests the following ways to return to the real
meaning: 1. Make a personal commitment to keep centered on Jesus Christ in your mind and
heart over the short holiday season. 2. Read the gospel accounts concerning the
Incarnation, namely Matthew 1, Luke 1, and John 1, in your daily prayer for the three weeks of
the holiday. 3. Find on-line or in a bookstore a Christmas devotional book or booklet that
fixes some new ideas into your often too busy celebrations. 4. Keep church attendance
consistent during this time so that Jesus may touch you personally and reach your family
members in communion also. 5. Use decorations in your home that keep the Birth of the
Savior obvious to yourself, to your visitors, and to your family. For example, do you have a
nativity créche in an obvious place?

Another believer in Jesus Christ, speaking on behalf of a printing company sending
greetings to their customers, says: “We think back to a definition of the ‘the true meaning of
Christmas,’ found in The American magazine, from 1889: ‘To give up one's very self — to
think only of others — how to bring the greatest happiness to others — that is the true
meaning of Christmas.”™

Giving of one’s self, that's because, as this one believer says, “The true meaning of
Christmas is love. John 3:16-17 says, ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” The true
meaning of Christmas is the celebration of this incredible act of love.”

As we keep our old ethnic Christmas Eve traditions alive, gathering as a family or with
neighbors or with friends, we may be certain to alert ourselves through our Table Blessing to
this great gift of God to all of us who without God live our lives in most desperate Poverty. Out of
gratitude for what God did for us, we remember His birth in three ways, by giving each other
gifts, by worshipping Him who opens us to salvation at His great cost, and by being
especially conscious of the poor and less fortunate.

The real Christmas story is the story of God's becoming a human being in the Person
of Jesus Christ. Why did God do such a thing? Because He loves us! Why was Christmas
necessary? Because we needed a Saviorl Why does God love us so much? Because He is love
itself (1 John 4:8). Why do we celebrate Christmas each year? Because the world needs to know
this One, True and Holy God.

A Christmas Grace: In the peace of this season our spirits are joyful: With the beasts
and angels, the shepherds and stars, with Mary and Joseph we sing God’s praise. By your
coming may the hungry be filled with good things, and may our table and home be blessed. Bless
us O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are about to receive from Thy bounty through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Father John
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Mass Intentions for December 21-December 29, 2024

Dec 14-152024 Offertory

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
Lucernemines 4:00 pM ......ccccevvieevecceisieinns tTGary Welsh (Daughter, Karen)
Coral 6:00 pm ....cocveve. TKathryn Farabaugh (Faith Formation Catechist
..................................................................................... & Students)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Coral 9:00 @M oo ProPopulo
Lucernemines 11:00 am............co.c...... TScott Golinsky (Frances & Sam Chimino)
Lucernemines 6:00 pm-8:00 pm........c.cccovmnencnnsssnnens Last Chance Confessions

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23 — No Mass

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24—CHRISTMAS EVE

Lucernemines 4:00 pm............ TGerald & Marie O’Hara (Granddaughter, Lauren)

Coral 10:00 PM.cveviiiccceee THelen Bertig (Jerry & Cindy Bertig)
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 —THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)

Coral 9:00 am .....TArmondo Angeles Miranda (Juan Angeles Gonzalez)
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26

Lucernemines 8:00 am...............ccccceceererrnnne. tJean Surma (Paulette Marcoline)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27

Coral BaAM o tErnest Pesci (Pat Ferreira)
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28

Lucernemines 3-3:30PM......ccccevviviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn, Sacrament of Reconciliation

Lucerneminges 4 pm ........ccooevvienninnieinnieseens TMike Marusa (Sara Marusa)

Coral B PIM e ProPopulo
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29

Coral 8:30 @M e Sacrament of Reconciliation

Coral 9:00 @M oo tJohn & Magdalen Baird (Son & family)

Lucernemines 11:00 am...........coe..e.. tJohnathan Rado (Stephanie Radakovich)

The Sanctuary Candle burns in memory of:
Coral Joe & Emma Binando by Mel & Shirley Stella
LUCEMemMINES  .......ccovuieririeiirceeis Robert Ciranni by The Zicha Family

The Host is in memory of:
Coral Dorothy Hancherick by Bob & Barb Worcester
Lucernemings ......ccocoveeeeeeeennnn. Pauline & Michael Checlosky by Kathy Checlosky

The Wine is in memory of:

Coral Edward & Mary Minum by Nicole Clark

LUCErNEMINES oo James Yanoscsik by Mimi & Family
 andthe peace
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Adult, Loose, Children &

Online Giving $7734.50
Votive Candle $142.75
Maintenance $85.00
Christmas Flowers $594.00
Diocesan Collections $105.00
Accent $43.00
Special Collections $520.00
Cemetery $100.00

Families receiving envelopes—465

Envelopes used this week—215

Online giving this week—37

Mass Attendance

Lucerne  4:00 pm—110
11:00 am—75
6:00 pm—64
9:00 am—89

Coral

HAPPENINGS AROUND THE DIOCESE
Jubilee pilgrimage with Bishop Larry J. Ku-
lick — sign up by Dec. 23 for special Advent
Price
You are invited to join Bishop Larry J. Kulick on
a spiritual Pilgrimage of Hope to Rome, Orvieto
and Assisi March 25-April 5, 2025. The pilgrim-
age promises to be a journey of renewal, faith
and fellowship, and includes these unique high-
lights: papal audience with Pope Francis, the 24
Hours for the Lord Jubilee celebration, a special
retreat day in the Italian countryside, daily Mass
with Bishop Kulick, and opportunities for private
guided tours, prayer and activities with personal-
ized attention. Cost is $5,295 per person for
double occupancy, but a special Advent price of
$4,995 is available if registered by Monday, Dec.
23. There is also a Rome-only option for $4,195
per person. The full itinerary can be found at
wetravel.com/trips/diocese-of-greensburg-jubilee
-of-hope-pilgrimage-sensethesacredlic-
79743927. Do not miss out on this once-in-a-
lifetime experience. For information, visit dio-
ceseofgreensburg.org/jubilee-of-hope-pilgrimage
-2025/. Continued on page 4

Our Lady of Fatima’s Peace Plan:

1) Penance and Reparation

2) Consecration to Mary [ﬁ"
3) First Saturday Devotions
4) Praying the Rosary Daily
This is our greatest hope!
Learn more!: https://tinyurl.com/FatimaPlan

(™
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GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!!!
Youth Group members will be hosting our annual Blood Drive through the American Red Cross on
Friday, December 27th from Noon-5pm in Podowski Hall. Online appointments available:
. Our zip code is 15754. Any students in grades 6-12 who are interested in
earning service hours at this event should contact
Hope to see you there!!!

ASSUMPTION CINEMA PRESENTS...
***Beginning at 6pm in Podowski Hall***
Light refreshments provided; free will offering.
No movies on 12/25 and 1/1 due to the holiday season.

Wednesday, January 8th,2025
AVERAGE JOE (PG-13, 2024, Drama, 1h40m)

Based on the true story of Joe Kennedy, an ex-Marine who becomes a high school coach, who
takes a legal stand to defend freedom and religious liberty for everyone.

Wednesday, January 15th, 2025
FINDING FAITH (2024, Drama, 1h39m)
A Christian advice columnist begins to lose her faith after a series of life events.

Wednesday, January 22nd, 2025
THE FORGE (PG, 2024, Family Drama, 2h4m)

A powerful tale about a young man’s transformation as he finds his purpose through prayer, faith,
and mentorship.

Faith Formation Schedule for December
All sessions are held in Podowski Hall at Lucernemines.

December 22nd and 29th

NO SESSIONS...Christmas Break
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Sessions will resume on Sunday, January

SAVE THE DATES Sth, 2025.
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS AT 4PM IN LUCERNEMINES
CHILDREN'S CHOIR (Grades K-5) under the direction of Mr. Joe Petruna.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
ADULT ENRICHMENT IN 2025
God is for Real by Todd Burpo (author of Heaven is for Real)
The Coral Social Hall will be the location for our upcoming enrichment sessions on the following
Thursdays: 1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30, 2/13, 2/20, and 2/27. The morning sessions will begin
immediately following the 8am Mass; the evening sessions will begin at 6pm. A $10 donation will
cover the cost of resources and refreshments. All are welcome! Hope to see you there!

STUDENTS IN THE NEWS

Quinn Garritano, a fifth grade student at Homer Center, recently participated in a service project to
benefit the Alice Paul House as a member of the Homer Center cheerleading squad. Thanks for
your service to our community, Quinn

Faith Formation Snapshots: —
Jesus is the Reason for the Season

As we enter into the Christmas season, we would like to express our deepest thanks and
appreciation for our children, our families, our community of faith...our best gifts ever! Special
thanks to Santa for making our elementary celebration on December 15th extra special! Merry
Christmas to one and all' Happy Birthday, Jesus!
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.. The 2025 National Prayer Vigil for
Life is scheduled to begin on Thursday, Janu-
ary 23 with the opening Mass at 5:00 pm in
The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception in Washington, D.C.
Immediately following the Opening Mass, the
National Holy Hour for Life will be held through
8:00 pm, aftér which holy hours will take place
in dioceses across the country overnight. The
National Prayer Vigil will conclude with the
Closing Mass at 8:00 am on January 24 in the
Great Upper Church. Both the Opening and
Closing Mass will be livestreamed
on www.nationalshrine.org/mass.

The 2025 March for Life is sched-
uled for Friday, January 24, at 1:00 pm at the
National Mall in Washington, D.C.

Bishop Kulick is planning to partici-
pate in both events. He will be one of the con-
celebrants at the Opening Mass on Thursday
and will be celebrating Mass at 10:30 am on
Friday morning at the National Basilica in the
Immaculate Heart of Mary chapel. Any pilgrims
from our diocese are encouraged to join him
for Mass. For those who would like to march
with him, he is planning to be at the corner of
Constitution Avenue and 12th Street around
1:00 pm.

Two parish-based groups are send-
ing buses this year. If you would like to attend,
please contact them to reserve a seat.

- St. Bernard, Indiana, with departure at 6:30
am from Indiana Alliance Church. Please
contact Bill Ager at 724-465-4522 for
details.

- Mother of Sorrows, Murrysville, with depar-
ture at 5:30 am. Please contact Barb
Koury at barbkoury@gmail.com or 412-
480-6490 for details.

D Michaels
Construction

Downspouts Decks Seamless Gutters  Siding
All your home improvement needs

DMichaelsConstruction.com 724-463-9131
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