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Dear Parishioners,

Habemus Papam, in Latin that means “We have a Pope.” Well, not yet, at least as | write
this article two days before the Cardinal Electors concelebrate a Eucharistic Liturgy invoking
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon them and upon the electoral process, but by the time
this weekend’s bulletin is published and distributed at the Masses, the Church may have
chosen the successor to Pope Francis. At least some of the Cardinals interviewed by various
reporters say that they hope for a short or a brief conclave (no one wants a lengthy
contentious process). | am hoping for a thorough process that seeks to identify both the issues
to address and the person or persons with the maturity, experience, skills, intelligence,
theological depth and breadth, and the courage to accept the Lord’s invitation to
govern for however long the Lord chooses the man to serve.

Having had a pastorally occupied weekend, for a few days | had not checked news sources for the latest
speculation or predictions on those judged electable candidates in the Papal Conclave Process.

In order to write these reflections, | searched under “Speculation about candidates to be the next Pope.” Here
are a few comments that seem to be consensus: that the Church reflects a tendency to divide between
progressives who want to face issues of reform both within and outside the institution, and traditionalists who want
to concentrate once again more carefully to preserve the content and practice of the faith handed on to us from
Jesus. The problem with trying to describe the divide comes with an honest awareness that progressives also want
to keep the Faith and that traditionalists also want to reform where errors or abuses of power or practice surfaced.

A few years ago | sat at a meeting with a church leader who had a vision of US Catholics that surpassed our
usual categories. He noted with sadness that he found Americans wanting to build barriers and exaggerate
differences between them and others. This churchman contended that Jesus wants us to find Communion and
Unity in Him while we seemed to want to accuse one another of disunity everywhere. There may be some truth in
what he observed.

That being said, the list that has been developing of candidates for whom Cardinals might vote with a
spiritually-minded will and conscience, include real churchmen, true servants of the Word or the Gospel. |
am amazed that as a result of my past position and frequent trips to the Vatican and to international meetings, |
have met some of these men personally: at least once a year | sat at meetings with Cardinal Turkson of Ghana, a
man who also studied in the United States and whose mind readily grasps difficult situations and concepts; and
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, whose awareness of the complexities facing the Catholic Church internationally
impressed me because he showed a sincere desire to assist churches living in difficult tensions between the
freedom of faith and local, national politics; Cardinal Kevin Farrell, whom | knew as an Auxiliary Bishop in
Washington, DC, and later as Bishop of Dallas before he accepted a call to come to Rome to direct the Vatican
Office for Laity, Family and Life. All three men have the will and the capacity to serve.

Two other Cardinals seem very worthy candidates: Cardinal Péter Erdé is a Hungarian who has served as
the Archbishop of Esztergom-Budapest and Primate of Hungary since 2003. He was president of the Council of the
Bishops' Conferences of Europe from 2006 to 2016. He speaks multiple languages and had earned the respect of
his European peers for his work for reconciliation. Finally, a man whose ministry | have followed for some time,
Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, also a Franciscan Friar, who has served the birthplace of Christianity for
over twenty-five years and serves now as the Latin patriarch of Jerusalem. The Italian has been based in the region
for decades and built strong relationships with other religious leaders. Although he is only sixty-years-old Cardinal
Pizzaballa’s reverence for traditional elements of church practice has made him palatable to some
conservatives. But after spending decades in the Middle East, he is something of a wild card, since his
position on many issues that have caused division in the church are not known.

Of course, other men may also be chosen; these five | know in some way. Please trust with me that there are a
number of worthy candidates who could serve us very well. Come Holy Spirit, enlighten the minds and hearts of the
Cardinals that they may choose according to your will.

Father John
All are Welcome!! The Knights of Columbus will be meeting on
Members of the Altar Rosary Society will be praying the Wednesday, May 21st at 7:00pm in the Lucerne Church

Rosary at the Grotto in Lucerne (weather permitting) on Hall.

the 13th of each month, May thru October. We will begin

at 6:00 p.m. Our first gathering will be Tuesday, May 13th. The 2025 Diocesan Lenten Appeal will be updated at a
You need not be a member to participate! Hope to see you later date.

there!
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May 3-4, 2025

Mass Intentions for May 10—May 18, 2025

SATURDAY, MAY 10

Lucernemings 3-3:30 PM.....ccvvivcccrceiiseecere e, Sacrament of Reconciliation
Lucernemines 4:00 pm ........cccoveunnee TPauline Krupka (Daughter, Kathy Englert)
Coral 6:00 PM v, TGusty & Rose Vilcek (Vilcek Family)
SUNDAY, MAY 11
Coral 8:30 @M e Sacrament of Reconciliation
Coral 9:00 am ......Living & Deceased Members of the Fred Perry Family
........................................................................................... (Family)

Lucernemines 11:00 am.........ccccccveerenenee, tBarbara McMasters (Irvin McMasters)
MONDAY, MAY 12 — No Mass
TUESDAY, MAY 13

Coral 8:00am ..o tTAnna M. Kuets (Paul & Laura Bobak)
WEDNESDAY, MAY 14

Coral 8:00 @M ..o TMike Stipcak (Anne & Jamie DiSills)
THURSDAY, MAY 15

Coral 8:00 am ... 1 Dorothy Hoare (Rosalie Adamson)
FRIDAY, MAY 16

Coral 8:00 am ... Special Intention (Barbara & Children)
SATURDAY, MAY 17

Lucernemines 3-3:30 pPM......cccooeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieinnnns Sacrament of Reconciliation

Lucernemines 4:00 pm .......... tPatsy Semelsberger (Ed Semelsberger & Family)

Coral B:00 PM e TMildred Dechman (Children)
SUNDAY, MAY 18

Coral 8:30 @M .o Sacrament of Reconciliation

Coral 9200 @M e ProPopulo

Lucernemines 11:00 @am.......ccccocovvvrernnnes TJoe & Theresa Huseonica (Ed & Patty)
The Sanctuary Candle burns 5/5-5/18 in memory of:

Coral Rick Adamson by his Mom, Rosalie

LUCErNEMINES  ..vvveciereeieecee e Gary M Welsh by his Wife, Barbara
The Host 5/5-5/18 is in memory of:

Coral Ronald Vilcek by the Vilcek Family

Lucernemings ........ccou...... Barbara McMasters by her Husband, Irvin McMasters

The Wine for May is in memory/honor of:
Coral JR Reed by his wife, Marianna
Lucernemines .......... In honor of the First Communicants by Mike & Irene Grimes

Adult, Loose, & Children $7132.00
Votive Candle $212.50
Maintenance $72.00
St Vincent de Paul $15.00
Diocesan Collections $10.00
Special Collections $35.00
Cemetery $280.00

Families receiving envelopes—462

Envelopes used this week—187

Online giving will be reported at a later date.

FLOWER RINGS—Easter Sunday and Easter Octave:

In memory of Roseann Rura, by sister Monica Rura & Joseph R Rura by sister, Mary Kay
(Coral)

Subsequent rings will be placed in memory of — Helen & Gus Bertig by Jerry & Cindy Bertig
(Coral)

Carl & Mary Yarchak by their daughter, Mary Kay Yarchak (Coral)

Charles & Christina Yarchak and Nicholas & Margaret Mollen by their granddaughter, Mary Kay
Yarchak (Coral)

In Memory of Marie & Gerald O’Hara, by their daughters, Ronnie & Kitty (Lucerne)
Subsequent rings will be placed in memory of - Brian Gatskie by his Mother, Patty Call
(Lucerne)

Jemma & John Zicha by the Zicha Children on Pentecost (Lucerne)

Michael & Pauline Gatskie by the Gatski Family (Lucerne)
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Mass Attendance (May 3-4, 2025)

Lucerne 4:00 pm— 113

11:00 am— 135
Coral 6:00 pm— 62
9:00 am— 104

hardware

724-459-7611

Ferguson Funeral Home
& Monument Company

Blairsville, PA

7t -INDIWNA-
A TOTAL THERAPY

Devotion to the Holy
Face of Jesus repairs
offenses against God!
Learn more about its
power in our troubled

times: https://holyfacedevotion.org




ASSUMPTION CINEMA PRESENTS...
(Light refreshments provided; free will offering)

Wednesday, May 14th at the Coral Social Hall @6pm
Bonhoeffer: Pastor.Spy.Assassin. (2024, Historical Drama,
PG-13, 132m)

Dietrich Bonhoeffer gets swept into the epicenter of a plot to
assassinate Hitler. He must choose between upholding his
moral convictions as a German theologian or risking it to save
millions of Jews from genocide. Based on a true story.

Wednesday. May 21st at the Coral Social Hall @6pm
Between Borders (2024, Drama, Not Rated, 1h30m)

The incredible true story of an Armenian family forced to flee
their home during the collapse of the Soviet Union, and
embark on a journey to find a community to call their own.
Starring Elizabeth Tabish (Mary Magdalene) f rom The
Chosen.

FAITH FORMATION FOR MAY
All sessions are held in Podowski Hall at Lucernemines

May 11th—9:30am-10:45am Grades K-5

HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
Applications have been mailed to all high school seniors who
are registered with our parish. Please contact our parish office
ASAP if you have not received one: 724-479-9542. The
deadline for the applications is Monday, May 19th.
Scholarships are being offered through the continued
generosity of the Altar Rosary Society and Christian Mothers.

Summer Vacation Bible School information has been
sent out to all elementary students. Our sessions will run from
June 24th through June 27th at Podowski Hall from 10am-
noon each day. No charge! Get to know some of the heroes
from the Old Testament through crafts, games, activities, and
read alouds. Students entering PreK-5th grade are welcome
to register! Flyers are available at both parishes. Please call
the Parish Office with any questions: 724-479-9542, Ext. 15.
Service hours are available for middle and high school
students!

OUR FIRST COMMUNICANTS

W

Congratulations to our second grade students who received
the Sacrament of First Holy Communion on Sunday, May
4th, atthe 11 am Mass: Ethan Lake, Adalyn Aikens,
Elizabeth Hafera, Erin Lake, Mason Wickline, Sophia
Yurky, and Siena Maudie.

OUR CONFIRMANDI

Congratulations to the eighth grade students who received the
Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday, May 3rd at the regional
Mass at St. Bernards. Front: Terri Tedeschi (catechist), Nick
Andrascik, Ben Gornick, Chase Shoup, Noah Todd, Addy Henry,
Sofia Costello. Second row: Carter Cortazzo, Mariusz Dietz,
Father John, Bishop Larry Kulick, Father Joe, Kendal Apjok, and
Cindy Marcoline (Director of Parish & Family Life).

FAITH FORMATION SNAPSHOT: MANY THANKS!!!

L Gleeran(ery

On Sunday, May 4th, our Youth Group hosted Jon Costello and
Brenda Lonetti from S&T Bank for a presentation on Financial
Literacy. Many of our students have summer jobs and appreci-
ated the opportunity to ask questions and learn more about man-
aging their money.

Special thanks to Lenny Jendrejeski from the Knights of Colum-
bus for leading our students in a decade of the rosary to close
out a wonderful year of Faith Formation

with our middle and high school students.

Stay tuned for special events and service projects over the sum-
mer!!!

ADULT ENRICHMENT SESSIONS CELEBRATING THE
JUBILEE YEAR!!!

Our new adult enrichment program will begin on Thursday, May
15th.

Sessions will be held on the following Thursdays: 5/15, 5/22, 6/5,
6/12, and 6/19.

We will be exploring Jesus and the Jubilee: The Biblical Roots of
the Year of God’s Favor by John Bergsma. We are asking $15
to cover the cost of the book which was recently published in
2024. Two identical sessions will be held on each of the above
dates in our Coral Social Hall. Our morning sessions will begin
immediately following the 8am Mass; our evening sessions will
begin at 6pm. Refreshments and additional resources provided.

SAVE THE DATE!
Our parish is excited to announce a Music Bingo Night on
Friday, June 13th at Lucerne!

eDoors open at 5:00 PM

eGames begin at 6:30 PM
Join us for an evening of fun, music, and fellowship!
Bingo is free to play, and there will be food and re-
freshments available for purchase.
We hope to see our parish family there for a night of
laughter, music, and community spirit.

More details will appear in future bulletins.
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